
Revision

We cannot act on things we don’t 
notice. What helpers notice is crucial. 
Small, mundane things that may be 
overlooked or negatively evaluated can 
be transformed into significant, positive 
insights that are linked to parents’  
sense of agency.

For more information on  
the key concepts and findings  
relating to this worksheet see: 
creating-better-futures.org/

To claim a certificate on completed 
worksheets see: https://www.
creating-better-futures.org/claim-your-
certificate/
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FRAMING IDEAS FOR 

Impactful Partnership

Diverse impacts

Small things with big effects

Mind-expanding

Intimate outsiders

Evolving art

Concept How it relates to my practice
Noticing

Attaching 
significance

Attributing agency

2. Linking ideas to practice
Now you have the concepts in mind, the next step is to connect them to  
your practice:

1.  Key concepts – check your understanding
In your own words, explain what each step involves, and make connections to the 
framing ideas for impactful partnership where you can:

Noticing:

Attaching significance:

Attributing agency:
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3. Understanding the diagram
The diagram below represents the 
three steps in which helpers use their 
expertise to make noticing count in 
impactful partnership. The sequence 
of noticing, explaining significance and 
attributing agency to parents helps to 
empower parents and contributes to 
larger change.  
If this diagram doesn’t make sense to 
you, draw something that captures the 
steps in which noticing can be made 
to count in impactful partnership on a 
separate sheet.

W
O

RK
SH

EE
T 

9 
   

M
ak

in
g 

no
tic

in
g 

co
un

t

4. Working with the diagram
Think of your last interaction with a 
family. 
1. Write down what happened in an 

instance where you completed the 
three steps.

2. If there was something you 
noticed but didn’t develop through 
significance and attributing agency, 
write down what you could say  
next time this comes up, to complete 
the sequence.

5. Enhancing your practice 
On a separate sheet:
1.  Choose two of the Questions  

for reflective practice (see right) and 
write your answer on a separate 
piece of paper. If they don’t quite 
work you can adapt them.

2.  Look at the Questions to adapt and 
ask with parents (see right). Think 
of a family you are working with 
or have recently finished working 
with. Choose two questions you 
think you could use or adapt to ask 
the parents, and explain why these 
might be important, and what you 
think they might say in response.

What have I noticed in my work with this family, and how have I made 
this count?
What worked well in the past to build parents’ confidence by 
attributing agency?
How could I enrich the pool of things to notice through both the 
sensory and reported channels? 
What can I do to make sure the things I notice are made to count? (ie. 
not to forget significance and agency)
What small things do you pay attention to now that you maybe missed 
or thought were less important before?
What has helped you feel more positive about your parenting?
What has helped you take on challenges in the past?
What do you feel ready to take on now?

QUESTIONS TO  
ADAPT AND ASK  

WITH PARENTS

QUESTIONS 
FOR REFLECTIVE 

PRACTICE

Noticing

Explaining significance

Attributing agency

Key concept

Agency relates to what we are able 
to do. It is not a skill or talent. It 
is about someone’s capacity to 
influence the world around them 
and move in a particular direction.


